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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2009-920
Sponsor: Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: November 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: RCD
Date of Analysis: November 26, 2009
Type of Action: Petition to South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Bill Summary: The bill urges the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council not to impose drastic restrictions on fishing for red snapper, several types of grouper, and other deep water fish until the science on which the decisions is based is determined to be sound and verified.
Background Information: The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council is one of 8 such councils created by Congress in the 1976 Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act to develop fishery management plans and to protect marine fish stocks through research, habitat protection and fishing regulations.  The Council has recently determined that stocks of red snapper, several species of grouper, and other fish species are in severe decline and has proposed regulations to virtually halt fishing for those species for 30 or more years until the populations recover.  Opponents charge that the proposed regulations are based on incomplete or unreliable science and over-restrict fishing in ways that threaten the continued viability of the fishing industry in the affected areas.  The proposed resolution urges the Management Council not to impose drastic restrictions on fishing limits unless based on sound, verifiable scientific studies.
Policy Impact Area: Fishing industry regulation; species conservation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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